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Building a Better Deck Business:

' Get the Picture!
Show off your craftsmanship with a portfolio of
deck photos in print and on your website.

VFDRMA's Deck & Railing University

An intensive, one-day seminar combines classroom
and hands-on learning to deliver the deck & railing
how-to to increase customer satisfaction and grow

your business!

Installation: Ledger Boards
Careful planning and preparation lead to a secure,
well-installed ledger board.
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VFDRMA is pleased to present a complete menu of learning and net-
Peaple and Products from the Decking Industry

Leadership
VINYL FENCE

DECK AND RAILING

NENY K |
A Division of the American Fence Association

VFDRMA 2009-2010

STEERING COMMITTEE

Chair Secretary

Paul German Anne Wittman
Nebraska Plastics Ventana USA

RTTUN

working opportunities at FENCETECH/DECKTECH’10.

Representing the interests and serving the needs of all companies
involved in the manufacturing, fabrication and installation of vinyl fence,
deck and railing, VFDRMA will host its annual meeting and awards on
February 17th at 8:00 a.m. The presentation will offer an overview of the
goals and accomplishments of VFDRMA.

The Luncheon for tier 3 Vinyl Fabricators will be held on February 18th,
This is a complimentary, ticketed event open to fabricators and installers
and hosted by VFDRMA.

Before the show even opens, VFDRMA's Deck & Railing University
offers attendees a unique opportunity to learn the best practices for this
growing segment of the industry. Over the last six years, 180 people have
died and thousands have been injured as the result of the collapse of
improperly installed and older decks. Deck & Railing University is the
opportunity to invest in training to increase customer satisfaction and
enhance the growth and development of deck and railing businesses. Code/Technical

In addition to these VFDRMA-specific events, other FENCETECH Committee

I ; > . i A - . Stan Hathorn, CFP
seminars, like Trends in Outdoor Living & selling Outdoor Living Projects, Hce)l:neI:ndOVrir:wI Products

f will have special appeal to members of the deck and railing industry. To IOy
learn more, go to www.FENCETECH.com.

' People

e i . 2 ™ E| EVATES OUTDOOR LIVING
WOOD PRESERVATIVE >> TREX® TRANSCEND™ ELEV. |

smose, Inc. has completed rex is expanding its portfolio with the Transcend™ decking and railing system. This collection
Othe purchase of the wood boasts a combination of performance and aesthetics guaranteed to outperform wood, composite
preservatives business of Phibro- and PVC for decades. Engineered with an exclusive low-sheen, high-traffic formulation, Transcend
Wood LLC, a subsidiary of Phibro decking combines a finish that resists stains, scratches and mold with a distinctive and natural-
Animal Health Corporation. looking, high-definition wood grain pattern in rich, deep colors. Homeowners can enjoy comfort and '
PhibroWood's business focuses beauty without maintenance. Like all Trex products, Transcend won't rot, warp, crack or splinter — and '
primarily on the manufacture and
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upkeep is hassle-free. The entire Transcend collection is backed by a 25-year Limited Fade and Stain
Warranty. Trex extensively tested Transcend among 1,500 consumers and 500 contractors to ensure
that it would deliver on its promise to be the best product on the marketplace. The key to its extreme
durability is its integrated shell, which is two to three times thicker than that of other manufacturers’
products. Each board is protected on three sides for superior defense against severe weather, heavy
foot traffic and everyday occurrences like wet planter pots, spilled food and dropped grilling tools. The
underside of each board breathes to avoid surface separation and ensure lifelong endurance.

“Trex Transcend is a game-changing product that quite simply exceeds all other materials currently
in the marketplace,” said Ron Kaplan, president and CEO of Trex. “With Transcend, we're combining
all of the benefits of our existing collections with proprietary new technologies that offer unparalleled
durability, wear-resistance and long-lasting good looks."Transcend features a proprietary nine-element
surface formulation that produces a natural, wood-like grain pattern with a lustrous satin finish.

sale of micronized copper and
ACQ wood preservative prod-
ucts. The acquisition includes the
assets PhibroWood used in the
business, such as patents, patent
applications, trademarks and trade
names, and certain manufacturing

Marketing Committee
Cynthia Zwergel
The Vinyl Answer

equipment and inventories. The
additional manufacturing capacity
helps Osmose meet the increas-
ing global demand for micronized
wood preservatives. The transac-

FIBERON® INTRODUCES NEW CONCEPT IN OUTDOOR LIVING

iberon®, LLC is elevating its PVC offering to Fiberon Outdoor-

Flooring™ featuring Sensibuilt™ Lumenite™ technology. “With
the recent proliferation of decking options, homeowners are placing
emphasis on style and aesthetics. They are looking for flooring for
their outdoor living spaces the same way they selected tile, laminate
or hardwood for their indoor spaces,” says Chris Beyer, Vice President
of Marketing for Fiberon. “Fiberon OutdoorFlooring provides lasting
beauty and decking performance at an all new level compared to other

Marketing. This promotion for
The collection is available in four colors inspired by the great outdoors — Vintage Lantern (a deep- Kello will transition her role
burnished bronze with Old World elegance), Tree House (a warm brown earth tone that complements
the exterior of any home), Gravel Path (a pristine grey that creates a Cape Cod feel) and Fire Pit (a
spicy red look that goes well with rustic architecture). Each deck board is available in two profile op-
tions — square and grooved. The grooved boards accommodate the Trex Hideaway® Hidden Fasten-

ing System, which allows for a smooth, unfettered finish free of nails and other visible fasteners. The

tion also includes the settlement to allow more active involve-
of certain ongoing intellectual
property disputes between the
parties. “This acquisition is both
timely and strategic,” said Paul A.
Goydan, president of Osmose, Inc.

“Specifically, it allows us to consoli-

ment in product develop-
ment. “Being first to market
with true innovation raises the
benchmark in a product cat-
egory,” notes Kello. “Fiberon’s
demonstrated product
performance and new product

collection also includes a completely modular
railing system that allows design flexibility while products currently in the marketplace.” Fiberon's application of the
patent-pending, fusion-bonded Lumenite surface innovation, origi-
nally introduced on Sensibuilt PVC decking, raises the benchmark in

alternative decking because it ensures fade, stain and mold resistance.

increasing the overall value of a home. Instal-
lation is cost- and time-efficient with modular
components that go together easily with the
use of the TrexExpress™ Assembly System and
baluster spacers. Transcend railing components

date the intellectual properties and
technologies involved in producing
a wide range of micronized wood
additive and wood-preservative
products.” Osmose, Inc. is the
leading worldwide supplier of wood
preservatives used to protect wood

innovations lead the industry
in manufacturing consistent
This PVC outdoor flooring comes with the industry’s only 10-year stain high-quality outdoor living
and fade resistance warranty—providing peace of mind for contrac-
tors and homeowners. PVC is widely recognized in the category as the

most advanced alternative decking material. Advantages include its

products.” The company has
are offered in each of the four Trex Transcend

decking colors — as well as Charcoal Black grow relationships with deck builders. Isom’s territory will include

in outdoor environments against
fungal decay and termite attack.
Since 1934, Osmose has produced
high-quality, reliable wood preser-
vatives, including its MicroPro®
system, which utilizes micronized
copper wood technology. The
company celebrated its 75th year in
2009. www.osmosewood.com

and Classic White. The decking contains g5
percent recycled content, and the railing uses
entirely reclaimed wood, contributing to the
LEED points of any residential or commerecial
structure. As a company built on green prin-
ciples and values, Trex saves approximately 600
million pounds of plastic and wood scrap from
landfills each year and recycles approximately
1.5 billion plastic grocery bags — or seven out of
every 10 in the United States. www.trex.com.
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long life cycle when compared with wood and traditional composites.
PVC decking is also comparably lighter in weight than wood compos-
ites, providing added transportation and installation benefits. “Our
superior Lumenite surface innovation and uncompromising perfor-
mance allows us to represent the most advanced, alternative decking
available,” adds Beyer. “Homeowners expect their indoor flooring to
stand up to wear and tear, and Fiberon OutdoorFlooring goes beyond
that by providing enduring beauty year after year.”

In other news, Fiberon® has named Edie Kello their Director of

the Baltimore, Maryland. and Washington, D.C. markets with May
focusing on the New Jersey and Philadelphia markets. “This role is
directly focused on connecting with deck builders and remodeling
contractors, and Isom and May's experience and category knowl-
edge make them a perfect fit,” notes Bill Ross, Vice President of
Sales for Fiberon. “Alternative decking manufacturers can have at-
tractive pictures and detailed information on their websites, but the
face-to-face interaction inherent with this role allows trust to be built
with this crucial homeowner influencer.” www.fiberondecking.com

www.deckworldmagazine.com
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ake the 2010 deck building sea-
son your best ever by leverag-
ing the latest in training and

materials at the ultimate one-day training
school for deck pros!

For the first time ever, the American
Fence Association’s (AFA) Vinyl Fence
Deck and Railing Manufacturers Asso-
ciation (VEDRMA) is presenting an in-
tensive, one-day, pre-show educational
opportunity, Deck & Railing University,
to deliver the kind of hands-on and class-
room training deck and railing profession-
als have been looking for.

Statistics show that over the last six
years, 180 people have died and thousands
have been injured due to improperly in-
stalled decks and the collapse of older
decks. As AFAs Deck Demo engineer
Robin Lopez says, “Many deck contrac-
tors build decks in a certain manner, but
they don’t understand why they do things

'Ebﬂ’rﬂ.t
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that particular way. Most construction
knowledge is passed down from previous
bosses or other contractors.”

Yet recent developments in codes as
well as in deck materials have made deck
building as much science as it is art. As
homeowners look to expand and upgrade
their living space to include outdoor areas,
many of them with elaborate fireplaces
and kitchens, deck builders are increas-
ingly challenged to meet design expecta-
tions at the same time that they must meet
or exceed building code requirements. By
their very nature as outdoor structures,

decks are also subject to the ravages of

wind, water, and whatever else Mother
Nature delivers. Unlike many home im-
provements, they need to be regularly
maintained and inspected by deck profes-
sionals to ensure that their structural in-
tegrity is maintained.

Each of these trends offers opportuni-

ties and challenges for the deck building
professional, many of whom entered the
marketplace from other contracting trades.
Deck & Railing University offers the op-
portunity for experienced deck contractors,
as well as those just getting into the busi-
ness, to tap into the latest information and
expertise to help them build better decks
than ever. VEDRMA believes that the skills
professionals learn at this day-long event
will help their companies stay more than a
step ahead of the competition.

VFDRMA has recruited industry lead-
ers to present the basics of proper deck
installation, from the ground up. This in-
cludes ledger attachments, support struc-
tures and guardrails, as well as the role of
non-corrosive fastening systems. Attend-
ees will have the opportunity for hands-
on instruction using the latest tools and
materials, as well as access to the leading
authorities on deck construction.
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